
h i e r a r c h y  o f  h a z a r d  c o n t r o l  
 
 
Preferred Order of Hazard Control Methods 
 
Reliability of a hazard is measured by the ranking of the strategy on the hierarchy of control.  The 
higher the strategy, the more reliable and more cost effective the control will be.  The space 
within the triangle represents the effort that should be put into developing the type of strategy (its 
desirability).  The area outside the triangle but inside the rectangle represents the opportunity for 
failure of the control.  The ranks of the particular solution on the hierarchy are given in the OHS 
summary of each solution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELIMINATION 

Elimination of hazard at design state 

Elimination of hazard upon its identification 

SUBSTITUTION 

Of process, chemical to reduce risk 

ENGINEERING 

To reduce risk (enclosure, isolation, guards, 

mechanical aid, environmental modification)  

PERSONAL 

PROTECTION  

& 

EQUPIMENT 

I.e. gloves, 

safety glasses 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Written procedures 

Permit to work 

Supervision 

Job rotation 

Task specific training 


